
STILL DREAMING: A MUSICAL TRIBUTE TO MLK 

a livestream benefit concert presented by Milton Community Concerts 
in collaboration with Courageous Conversations for Social Justice 

Sunday, January 31, 2021, 3pm on Sparrow live 
www.sparrowlive.com/miltoncommunityconcerts 

Featuring narrator Cynthia Harmon 

PROGRAM: 

Clear Water (Song Without Words) by Nadine Shanti 

       MARY JOHNSTON LETELLIER, soprano 

Songs of Love and Justice by Adolphus Hailstork  
        texts by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

        BRIANNA ROBINSON, soprano 

        TIMOTHY STEELE, pianist 

1. Justice 

2. Difficulties 

3. Decisions 

4. Love 

http://www.sparrowlive.com/miltoncommunityconcerts


Three Songs  

      MARY JOHNSTON LETELLIER, soprano 

      TIMOTHY STEELE, pianist 

1. I Dream a World by Cedric Adderley, text by Langston Hughes 

2. A Good Assassination Should Be Quiet by David N. Baker, 
texts by Mari Evans 

3. In Memoriam by Thomas Kerr, Jr., text by Paul Laurence 
Dunbar 

Remarks by Dr. Ibram X. Kendi 

I Have a Dream by Lee Hoiby, text from Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr.’s iconic speech delivered at the Lincoln Memorial during the 
March on Washington, 1963 

 
Lift Every Voice and Sing by J. Rosamond Johnson, text by 
James Weldon Johnson 

        PHILIP LIMA, baritone 

        TIMOTHY STEELE, pianist 



SONGS OF LOVE AND JUSTICE 

JUSTICE 

When evil men plot, good men must plan. When evil men burn and bomb, good 
men must build and bind. When evil men shout ugly words of hatred, good men 
must commit themselves to the glories of love. When evil men would seek to 
perpetuate an unjust status quo, good men must seek to bring into being a real 
order of justice. 

DIFFICULTIES 

It is difficult to like some people. Like is sentimental. It is difficult to like 
someone bombing your home. It is difficult to like somebody threatening you 
children! It is so difficult to like some people. But Jesus says, “Love them”, for 
love is greater than like. 

DECISIONS 

Every man must decide whether he will walk in the light. Every man must 
decide whether he will walk in the light of creative altruism, or the darkness of 
destructive selfishness. This is the judgement. Life’s most persistent and urgent 
question: What are you doing? What are you doing for others? 

LOVE 

Love is the only force capable of transforming an enemy into a friend. 



THREE SONGS 

I DREAM A WORLD 

I dream a world where man no other will scorn, where love will bless the earth, 
and peace its path adorn. I dream a world where all will know sweet freedom’s 
way, where greed no longer saps the soul, nor avarice blights our day. A world I 
dream where black or white, any race you be, will share the bounties of the 
earth, and every man is free. Wretchedness will hang its head, and joy like a 
pearl attend the needs of all mankind. Of such I dream, our world. 

A GOOD ASSASSINATION SHOULD BE QUIET 

He had a dream. He had a dream exploded down his throat, whereon a million 
hard white eyes swing impiously heavenward to mourn the gross, indelicate 
demise. Such public death transgresses all known rules. A good assassination 
should be quiet and occupy the heart four hundred years. 

IN MEMORIAM 

When all is done and my last word is said, and ye who loved me murmur “He is 
dead”, weep not for me, lest I should know, and sorrow, too, that ye should 
sorrow so. When all is done and in the oozing clay ye lay this castoff hull of 
mine away, pray not for me, for after long despair the quiet of the grave will 
be a prayer. For I have suffered loss and grievous pain, the hurts of hatred and 
a world’s disdain, and wounds so deep that love well tried and pure had not the 
power to ease them, or to cure. When all is done, say not “My day is o’er” and 
that thro’ the dark I seek some dimmer shore. Say that my morn has just 
begun. I greet the dawn and not the setting sun, when all is done. 



I HAVE A DREAM 

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true 
meaning of its creed: We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal.  
I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, sons of former slaves 
and sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table 
of brotherhood.  
I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering 
with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and 
justice.  
I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where 
they will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their 
character.  
I have a dream. Today I have a dream that one day, right down in Alabama, 
little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys 
and white girls as sisters and brothers. I have a dream today that every valley 
shall be exalted and every mountain and hill shall be made low. the rough 
places will be made plain and the crooked places will be made straight, and 
the will of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.  
This is our hope. This is our faith. and with this faith we will transform the 
jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With 
this faith we will be able to work together, pray together, struggle together, go 
to jail together, stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free 
one day, the day that all God's children will be able to sing with new meaning: 
"My country tis of thee, Sweet land of liberty, Of Thee I sing. Land where my 
fathers died, Land of the pilgrim's pride. From every mountainside Let freedom 
ring!"  
From the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire, let freedom ring! From the high 
Alleghenies of Pennsylvania, let freedom ring! From the snow-capped Rockies 
of Colorado, let freedom ring! From the curvaceous slopes of California, let 
freedom ring! Not only that! Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of 
Lookout Mountain of Tennessee. Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill 
of Mississippi. From every mountainside, let freedom ring!  
When we let freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village and every 
hamlet, from every state and every city, we will speed up that day when black 
men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics will be able 
to join hands and sing: Free at last. Free at last. Thank God almighty, we're 
free at last! 



LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING 

Lift every voice and sing till earth and heaven ring, ring with the harmonies of 
liberty. Let our rejoicing rise, high as the listening skies; let it resound loud as 
the rolling sea. Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us. 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us. Facing the rising 
sun of our new day begun, let us march on till victory is won. 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, Thou who hast brought us thus 
far on the way, Thou who hast by thy might led us into the light, keep us 
forever in the path, we pray, lest our feet stray from the places, our God, 
where we met Thee; lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we 
forget Thee. Shadowed beneath Thy hand, may we forever stand, true to our 
God, true to our native land. 

 



 Dr. Ibram X. Kendi is the Andrew W. Mellon Professor in the  
Humanities at Boston University, and the founding director of the BU 
Center for Antiracist Research. He is a contributing writer at The 
Atlantic and a CBS News racial justice contributor. Kendi is the 
2020-2021 Frances B. Cashin Fellow at the Radcliffe Institute for 
Advanced Study at Harvard University. 

 He is the author of many books including Stamped from the 
Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America, which 
won the National Book Award for Nonfiction, making him the 
youngest ever winner of that award. He also authored three #1 New 
York Times bestsellers, How to Be an Antiracist; Stamped: Racism, 
Antiracism, and You, co-authored with Jason Reynolds; and Antiracist 
Baby, illustrated by Ashley Lukashevsky. His newest books are Be 
Antiracist: A Journal for Awareness, Reflection, and Action; and Four 
Hundred Souls: A Community History of African America, 1619-2019, 
co-edited with Keisha Blain, which will be out in February. In 2020, 
Time magazine named Kendi one of the 100 most influential people 
in the world. 



Thank You 

 
Thanks to Reverend Lisa Ward and Jeff Stoodt for their 
assistance with the narrations for this concert. 

Thanks to the BU Center for Antiracist Research, Tami Nguyen, 
and Dr. Ibram X. Kendi. 

Thanks to Celebrate Milton for a generous grant which makes this 
concert possible. 

Thanks to recording engineers Eric Miller and Gabriel Raines, and 
social media director Grace Allendorf. 

There is a minimum donation of $10 for this concert. The net 
proceeds will go to support Neponset Neighbors Together Fund 
through the United Way (a Covid-19 fund to support neighbors of 
Milton, Mattapan, Hyde Park, and Dorchester who are adversely 
impacted by the current health crisis, with a focus on our most 
economically vulnerable neighbors). 

This livestream concert takes place at First Parish Church of             
Milton, 535 Canton Avenue, Rev. Lisa Ward, minister. 

Milton Community Concerts, Timothy Steele, producer 
(miltoncommunityconcerts.com) 

Sparrow Live, livestream platform, Fran Rogers, Meghan Smyth, 
Dennis Wirth, founders

http://miltoncommunityconcerts.com

